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FOREWORD

Suppose you have set forth on a long and hazardous journey which

takes you to an unpopulated land where even the basic necessities of

life are scarce and where your search for food and water is in vain. At

the moment of acute despair, a magnificent palace looms up in front of

you. A man at its gate beckons you inside and invites you to a

delicious meal. Without having to pay a penny you are then offered a

room for as long as you like. You would naturally wonder at the

identity of the person who has been so generous and hospitable to you.

It would be the height of ingratitude not to wish to meet your

benefactor and thank him wholeheartedly.

This is, in fact, the story of man and his Creator, Allah, the Master

and Sustainer of the entire universe. We live in the beautiful world

that He has created, and we enjoy the innumerable comforts and

joys with which He has surrounded us. Is it then not our duty to

recognize Him, praise Him and thank Him?

To understand Allah the Almighty in a manner that suits His Glory

and Greatness is Tawheed (Oneness of Allah). To be His obedient

servant throughout our lives is only the minimum demonstration of

our deep gratitude and debt to Him. Unfortunately, mankind has

repeatedly deviated from the path of Tawheed, and Shirk (associating
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partners with Allah) has emerged in many different forms and colours.

Allah has not left His creatures to their own devices, however, but has

sent His Prophets, from Adam until Muhammad (f
L.^i$jJ)

i
to guide

humanity out of the abyss of Kufr and Shirk. As Shirk has always

found an opening through the ages, it is essential for us to recognize it

in its different guises and to avoid it, because, of all the sins, Shirk is

the greatest and can never be forgiven.

The author of this booklet, Fadl-ur-Rahman Kalim, has successfully

dealt with this subject in a comprehensive yet simple way. The worthy

translator, Khola Hasan, has rendered the Urdu text into English,

allowing herself the freedom to summarize where necessary, but

keeping very close to the original text.

May Allah guide us all to His straight and true path which leads

to Paradise. Ameen.

Suhaib Hasan

Chairman

Al-Quran Society.
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Publishers Note

The basic concept of Islam is Monotheism. It confirms the belief

in Allah's Oneness without assigning partners to Him in worship.

No doubt, the adherents of other religions also hold belief in God
but they join partners with Him. For instance, the Jews call

Prophet Uzair f*~* as son of God. The Christians call Prophet

Tsa (Jesus) ^—n i* as son of God. The Hindus split God into

many deities. According to their belief, God incarnates in human
form to punish the wrongdoers, removes injustice and oppression

from the world and fills il with justice, equality and prosperity. In

short, all other religions except Islam have a combination of God
and His partners or incarnates.

In Islam, Shirk (polytheism) is the grievous sin that can not be

forgiven until man turns to Allah in repentance sincerely and

asks His pardon

.

The present book deals with Shirk thoroughly and highlights its

various forms in vague among the Muslims and non-Muslims. Its

aim is to arouse mass awareness against the Shirk and invite

them to the Islamic Monotheism based on the Qur'an and

Sunnah. The book, because of its eloquent yet simple and lucid

style, gained much popularity. Darussalam has the honour to

publish it in the greater interest of the people. Our purpose is to

serve Islam and provide the readers with good, knowledgeable

and authentic reading material on the subjects related to the

Islamic faith.

I expect that the people will get benefited by it and develop their

knowledge about polytheism and its consequences; and avoid

indulging therein, for it devours their good deeds.

May Allah bless us with the correct religious knowledge and

keep us away from perversion appeared in the form of self-

designed ideas leading to polytheism and innovations.

Abdul Malik Mujahid

General Manager
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IN THE NAME OFALLAH,
THE MOST GRACIOUS,
THE MOST MERCIFUL



Chapter I

THREE FORMS OF WORSHIP

Each religion has some practices and procedures that are called

worship. Worship can be oral, physical or monetary.

Oral worship is to pray to someone, appeal to someone when in

need, to chant someone's name in reverence, to address someone

as the fulfiller of all needs and the helper of all those in distress,

to swear an oath in someone's name, to believe that someone has

the power to forgive.

Physical worship includes to prostrate or bow down to someone, to

direct your life in obedience to someone's command for their

pleasure and reward, to print or engrave the name or symbol of

someone on your body or possessions in order to be blessed for it.

Monetary worship is to give charity in the name of someone, to

harvest some land or rear an animal that has been dedicated to

someone; to make a pilgrimage to a place connected with that

being in order to worship and rejoice thereby decorating the

place, offering sacrifices and gifts, considering the water there to

be blessed and the environment to be sacred.

Allah alone deserves to be worshipped and revered. Islam

considers all the above to be legitimate forms of worship, but

maintains that Allah alone should be the object of this worship.

Except for Islam, all other religions have made room for the

worship of beings others than Allah. History shows that man-

made worship has not been confined to that of statues and

pictures of ancestors only but has taken many different forms,

some of which will be elucidated in the following pages.
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Chapter 2

COMMON FORMS OF
MAN-MADE GODS

In his ignorance, man has given many things the status of deities,

some of the most famous of which are the following:

1 . Objects of Nature. Man has worshipped beautiful stones,

useful or ferocious animals, the solid trees, towering

mountains, flowing streams, volcanoes, even dreadful

diseases, the sun, the stars and other planets.

2. The Noble Prophets. The disbelieving Arabs used to

worship Prophets Ibrahim (Abraham) and Ismail (Ishmail

rv J» ^4», the Jews worshipped Prophets Ya'qoub (Jacob)

and Uzair (Ezra —ii u*», and the Christians worshipped

Prophet 'Isa (Jesus <ip).

3. Some have worshipped jinns and demons in their ignorance.

"Indeed they worshipped the jinn and many of them had

faith in them;' (Surah Saba:41)

4. Kings and Sultans. In India, China and Japan, emperors and

rulers have been worshipped for centuries. Hindus believe

that the body of the king is made from heavenly clay and so

worshipping it brings divine pleasure.

5. Angels. Arab non-believers used to consider angels to be the

daughters ofGod and so made them an object of worship.

U-:L-3
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"On that Day He will gather them all and will ask the

angels: Are these the people who used to worship you?"

(Saba: 40)

6. Pious Ancestors. The Prophet (,j—..^iujJ) said: "These

people were such that if there was a pious man among them

who died, they built a mosque on his grave and made statues

of him in it. These people will be the most despised people

on the Day of Judgment." Narrated by Bukhari, Muslim,

Nasai and Ahmad. The next obvious step was to worship the

statues themselves rather than the people they represented.

[v*:
f
U;Ml]

"And when Ibrahim said to his father Azar— do you take

statues as your gods? Indeed I see you and your tribe in

clear ignorance." (Surah Al-An'am:74)

Worshipping the graves of honoured elders is still common

today, even among Muslims, despite the punishment that it

entails. The Prophet . bjj) said: "Allah has cursed the

Jews and the Christians because they turned the graves of their

Prophets into mosques." (Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad)

Honouring the relics of ancestors and sacrificing to them is

prevalent among Hindus, Buddhists and Christians.

[r : sjisLJi]

Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maitah (the dead

animals — cattle — beast not slaughtered), blood, the flesh

of swine, and that on which Allah's Name has not been

mentioned while slaughtering (that which has been

slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, or has been

slaughtered for idols) and that which has been killed by
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strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a headlong fall, or by

the goring of horns — and that which has been (partly)

eaten by a wild animal — unless you are able to slaughter it

(before its death) - and that which is sacrificed

(slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone-altars)." (Surah Al-

Ma'idah:3)

All the above show that Shirk is not confined to worshipping

idols and statues. It takes many different forms, all of which have

one thing in common: they are all Haraam.
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Chapter 3

SHIRK IS A GREAT INJUSTICE

[>r:ouaJ]

"And when Luqman said to his son while advising him: O
my son! Do not ascribe partners to Allah. Indeed Shirk is a
great injustice." (Surah Luqman: 13)

An injustice is to withhold someone's rights or to treat someone
in an unfair manner. Shirk is thus the greatest injustice. Man
considers something which has no power whatsoever to control

his life, to be his creator, sustainer and saviour. In praising and
worshipping these imaginary deities, he forgets Allah's sole right

to be worshipped. He uses his health, his faculties, all his

material earnings and all the amenities that are at his disposal to

pray to others. He thus ignores the Creator who has given him
the air to breathe, the health to use, the environment to utilise and
the wealth to enjoy. He forgets that he is indebted to one being

only for everything that he has, the most important of which is

his life, and turns to false gods in reverence. He is ungrateful and

unjust to his Benevolent and Merciful Creator.

Shirk is an unforgivable sin

"Indeed Allah does not forgive joining other gods with
Him but He forgives other sins than this of whom He
pleases. And the one who joins other gods with Allah,

indeed he has strayed very far away." (Surah An-Nisa: 1 16)
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Heaven has been made Haraam for those who associate gods

with Allah

[vyisjsuJi] ^i^Ss^^CjJ^ftfcSW
"Indeed they do blaspheme who say that Allah is Christ

the son of Mary. But Chirist said: "O Children of Israel!

Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord." Whoever joins

other gods with Allah — Allah will forbid him Heaven,

and the Fire will be his abode. And there will be no-one to

help the wrong-doers." (Surah Al-Ma'idah:72)

All the good deeds of a Mushrik are wasted

"And it was revealed to you (O Muhammad) and to all (the

Prophets) before you that if you commit Shirk, all your

good actions will be wasted and you will be one of the

losers." (Surah Az-Zumar:65)

In other words, none of the actions of a Mushrik will be regarded

as good, none will earn reward for him, and his whole life will

have been a waste.
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Chapter 4

THE BELIEFS OF A MUSHRIK SOCIETY

1. The Arab non-believers had faith in God, but did not accept
that He was the sole ruler of the universe.

2. The Jews believed in God, but theirs was a family God who
created everything for the Children of Israel, and then settled

down to take a well-earned rest.

3. The Christians believed in God, but also maintained that

after creating Jesus, He handed over the task of salvation,

provision and protection to Jesus, and thus retired from the

concerns of mankind.

4. The Persians had accepted the existence of two gods who
performed their godly tasks together.

5. The god of the Hindus had managed to splinter himself into

many thousands of gods, each with its own scope of work.

6. Some people believed that God needed assistants and
courtiers in order to function efficiently.

7. Some believed that God had fallen madly in love with His
creation and so, like any lover, allowed them to meddle in

His affairs.

8. Others were of the opinion that everything on earth is a part

of God Himself.

9. Yet others said that if God is very pleased with one of His
creatures. He absorbs that person into Himself so that the

worshipper is now part of the worshipped.
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Chapter 5

THE PORTRAYAL OF ALLAH
IN THE QUR AN

1 . Allah is the Creator, Owner, Provider and Ruler of everything.

2. Allah is eternally present.

3. Allah is free of all faults, weaknesses and needs.

4. Allah is Unique and Incomparable. Perceiving Him in His

entirety is beyond the limits of the human brain.

5. Allah has no associates, whether in His person, characteristics,

rights or capabilities.

Shirk in Allah's person (Shirk against Tawhid al-Asmaa)

This is to give someone else the same status as Allah. Examples

of this are the Trinity in Christianity, and the belief of the early

Arabs that the angels were Allah's daughters.

Shirk in Allah's attributes (Shirk against Tawhid asSifat)

This is to give someone else the qualities and characteristics of Allah,

for example, to think that someone is just as merciful as Allah.

Shirk in Allah's capabilities (Shirk against Tawhid ar-Rububiyya)

Allah is capable of doing things which are unique to Him

because He is the Lord of the universe. To imagine that someone

else can also be capable of such things is Shirk. For example, to

say that someone other than Allah can create and provide for his

creatures, bless their efforts with success or punish them with

loss, is Shirk.

Shirk in Allah's Rights (Shirk against Tawhid al-Uluhiyya)
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As Lord and Master of the universe, Allah the Almighty has

certain rights which are unique to Him. For example, it is Allah's

right to be the sole object of all worship, whether verbal, physical

or material. To redirect worship to someone other than Allah is

to violate this right and so commit Shirk. To turn to someone

other than Allah in gratitude for all of one's blessings or to plead

for mercy and help in times of hardship is Shirk,
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Chapter 6

NO COMPARISON BETWEEN THE
CREATOR AND HIS CREATION

In describing the nature of Allah, the Qur'an uses certain words

which are used to describe mankind as well. Examples of such

words are: compassionate, knowing, hearing and seeing. Some

people have thus concluded that mankind, especially the

Prophets, has a share in Allah's characteristics.

Furthermore, they argue that the only difference between the

Almighty and mankind is that whereas the characteristics found in

Allah are permanent, the same characteristics found in human beings

are only temporary. A Muslim should regard such arguments as

nonsensical. There may be a linguistic similarity between the words

used for the Creator and His creation, but no more. There is a whole

world of difference, for example, between Allah's Listening and the

listening of human beings. Man listens with his ears, but we have no

idea of the way in which Allah listens. Man can only listen to loud

noises, while Allah can hear the heartbeat of a mouse as well as the

scampering of an ant.

Man can only hear sounds that are within his range, while there

is no limit to the range of sounds that Allah can hear. Man can

only concentrate on one voice at a time, while Allah can listen

and respond to the voices of His millions of creatures, all in the

same instance. Man can only hear the sounds of the present,

while Allah hears the sounds of the present, past and future. Man
can listen while he is awake, but becomes deaf when sleeping or

unconscious. The Almighty has no need for sleep or rest, and He

listens to all of His creatures all the time. Man hears just as all

18



other men hear, but Allah's hearingisuniqueandcomplete.lt

cannot have and does not have any comparison.

The same applies to all of Allah's attributes that have been

compared with the characteristics of mankind. Man can see, but

his vision cannot be compared to that of Allah. Man has organs

with which he looks, but we can have no conception of the way

in which Allah looks. Man can only see things in front of him,

while Allah sees everything. Man can only see the external,

while Allah can see all that is internal or hidden. Man can only

see appearances and forms, but Allah can see the thoughts of the

mind as well as the feelings of the heart.

The Qur'an thus makes it clear that Allah's attributes are

complete, all-encompassing and incomparable. The Mushriks

reply, for example, by making a distinction between natural and

given knowledge. They say that man's acquired knowledge

cannot be compared with that of Allah, but there are instances in

which Allah gives some of His own unique knowledge to His

chosen creatures. These fortunate few are usually Prophets or

very pious people. Another example is that the Qur'an says that

Allah alone can see into the future. They accept this, but also add

that although no human being can of his own accord look into

the future, there are some people who have been blessed by Allah

with the power to do so. Their ability to see into the future is thus

not an acquired ability but is given to them by Allah. Similarly

when the verses saying that no-one can harm or benefit others

except Allah are recited to them, they say that they believe in that

but add that a human being can have such God-given power.

Such arguments are a fallacy, and they become intolerable when

those who advance them claim to be Muslims. It is unfortunate

that the Arab unbelievers as well as the Jews and the Christians

used to put forward similar arguments in order to justify their

false gods. In the following pages, therefore, we will study the

beliefs of those non-believers in order to determine whether they
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thought that the knowledge and power of their gods was given to

them by Allah or was their own. If they too believed that it was

given by Allah, it will be seen that there is no difference between

those Mushriks and the people of today who advance similar

beliefs for their gods and saints. The method of our study is to

look at what is refuted in the Qur'an. It is logical to suppose that

in the Qur'an, Allah the Almighty has refuted those practices and

beliefs that were actually practised by the people because it

would have been useless to negate something which had no

existence in the first place.
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Chapter 7

THE BELIEFS OF THE ARAB
NON-BELIEVERS

1 . It is clear in the Qur'an that the early Arabs believed in Allah

and worshipped Him.

^ol^Q Ir^J u^tf J^J j4^^ ^

[il:ojjSk»] i!>P$c&

"And if you ask them, who created the heavens and the

earth and made the sun and the moon subservient, they will

certainly reply, "Allah". So how are they then deluded

away?" (Al-Ankabut:61)

2. The Arabs used to worship their false gods not because they

considered them to be Allah but because they considered

them to be intermediaries.

[r:r^il] 4jU^=^aiS ^^^^
"But those who take for protectors other than Allah say:

We only serve them in order that they may bring us nearer

to Allah." (Az-Zumar:3)

3. The Arabs also worshipped their deities so that they may

intercede on behalf of them in front of Allah.
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"And they worship, besides Allah, those that do not hurt

them or profit them, and they say: These are our

intercessors with Allah. " (Yunus:18)

4. The Arabs considered their gods to be their helpers and
providers only while on dry land. When in the sea, they

appealed to Allah the Almighty alone.

"If they embark on a boat, they call on Allah, making their

devotion sincerely to Him. But when He has delivered them

on dry land, behold! They commit Shirk" (Al-Ankabut:65)

5. It is thus very clear that the Mushrik Arabs considered their

Prophets, saints, angels, jinns and other gods to be mere
intercessors on behalf of them in the court of Allah

Almighty. They believed that these gods could not of their

own accord provide sustenance, health or good fortune.

Instead, they acted as intermediaries between mankind and

Allah. It is reported in a Hadith that these Arabs used to

recite the following words when circling the Ka'ba:

"Here I am, O Lord! Here I am. You have no partner,

except the partner who is Yours. You own him and You
own all that he owns."

Similarly, the Jews believed that the Prophet Uzair f%Ji had

no special qualities of his own except those that were given to

him as a son by Allah. The Christians gave a similar status to

Prophet Isa
f
*Ji

6. The Qur'an expressly denies that Allah gave any of His

Prophets or pious people any knowledge or power that was
His alone. There were incidents in which some of the

Prophets were able to do fantastic things (such as Prophet

'Isa healing the lepers and the blind), but these were

miracles. None of the Prophets, for example, was given the

power to see into the future. There were instances in which

Allah told His Messengers about certain things that were
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going to happen, but He did not give them the complete

ability to see into the future for themselves.

"Say: I have no power over any harm or profit to myself

except as Allah wills." (Yunus:49)

This means that the Prophet has no power (whether his own or

God-given) over any harm or gain. Whatever happens to him,

happens by the will of Allah.

[to:J*Jl]

"Say: None in the heavens or the earth knows what is

hidden, except Allah. Nor can they perceive when they

shall be raised up (for Judgment)." (An-Namal:65)

In other words, no-one has any knowledge whatsoever, whether

of his own or God-given, about the hidden and about the future.

To summarize, there are some characteristics which Allah and

His creatures seem to share, such as the ability to see and the

ability to hear. But our discussion has shown that any similarity

is superficial and that there is a great deal of difference between

the two. There are other characteristics which belong to Allah

Almighty alone, and no human being has ever been given a share

of these abilities. These include the knowledge of the unseen and

absolute power.

23



Chapter 8

EVERYTHING IS IN THE
HANDS OF ALLAH

1 . Allah alone is responsible for life and death.

"How can you reject faith in Allah? Seeing that you were
without life and He gave you life. Then He will cause you

to die and He will again bring you to life, and again to Him
you will return." (Al-Baqarah:28)

2. He is the only one who can answer the prayers of the needy

and the sick.

[1Y:J*JI] <5BgfcU
Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the

distressed one, when he calls on Him, and Who removes
the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations

after generations? Is there any ilah (god) with Allah??"

(An-Namal:62)

This was Prophet Ibrahim's prayer:

[AY_VA : AytJjl]

"The One Who created me, it is He Who guides me. And it

is He Who gives me food and drink. And when I am ill, it

24



is He Who cures me. And Who will cause me to die and

then to live again. And Who, I hope, will forgive me my
faults on the Day of Judgment." (Ash-Shu'ara: 78-82)

3. Our prayers for children should be directed to Him alone, not

to dead saints in their tombs.

"To Allah belong the heavens and the earth. He creates

what He wills. He gives daughters to whom He wills and

gives sons to whom He wills. Or He gives them sons and

daughters. And He leaves barren whom He wills. (Ash-

Shu'ara: 49,50)

Prophet Ibrahim
f
*-Ji prayed to Allah:

"O Lord! Grant me (a son) from among the righteous."

(As-Saffat: 100)

4. He is the Sustainer and Provider for all creatures.

[VT : J>J! ] <fc_/.U- :\

"And they worship, instead of Allah, those that have no power

to provide them with sustenance from the heavens and the

earth, and cannot possibly have such power." (An-Nahl: 73)

5. Honour and disgrace are in His Power to give.
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"Say: O Allah! Lord of power. You give power to whom
You please, and You remove from power whom You

please. You give honour to whom You please and You
disgrace whom You please. In Your hand is all Good.

Indeed, over all things You have power." (Al-Imran:26)

6. Forgiveness for sins should be pleaded only at His door-step.

&a 4& % o z^fi Gi 4
[o..^:^JI] iiM
"Inform my servants that I am the Forgiver, the Merciful,

and that My punishment is a very severe punishment." (AI-

Hijr: 49,50)
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Chapter 9

MAN AND HIS NEEDS

Our needs as human beings are numerous and diverse. They

revolve around our spiritual and physical health, food and

clothing, possessions and wealth, family and friends, honour and

freedom. Our outer and inner worlds are affecting us constantly,

creating needs that have to be fulfilled and problems that have to be

solved. We need food when hungry, cures for diseases, children to

love, friends to talk to, hobbies to relieve boredom, and much, much

more. But things go wrong all the time. Friendships break, jobs are

lost, loved ones fall ill. We need help, both physical and spiritual,

and so we turn to someone stronger than ourselves in prayer.

Allah Almighty has created the world to serve us. He has made

provisions for all our needs. They include the sun, the rains, the

mountains, the vegetation, the land and the animals. All of them

remain under his strict control and cannot conceivably do

anything that he does not command.

Why then do we pray to a dead man in his grave for rain, when

the one who controls the rains is there to be asked? Why do we

pray to a human being for children, when there is a Creator Who
alone gives life and alone causes death?

When a person prays, whether to a tree, angel, Prophet or

saint, he does so because he needs something or because he

wants to show his gratitude. He believes that the object of his

worship is in a position to help him. People appeal to Shaikh

Abdul Qadir, to the Buddha, to Krishna, to Jesus or to Prophet

Muhammad (,.' -j - m h >). Some sailors evoke the name of

Khwaja Mueenud-din Chishti to reach the shore safely.

Human beings, dead and alive, have acquired reputations for

extreme piety and divinity. If living, they are followed by
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hundreds of their admiring devotees. If dead, their graves

have become places of pilgrimage and prayer.

A ludicrous contradiction we see in our countries is the sight of

people praying for children and health at the tombs of their

saints. If such 'holy' men did have the ability to give life and

health, would they not have practised these coveted talents on

themselves first? Would they not have exchanged the dark and

narrow world of the grave for the wide, open spaces of the earth?

Would they not have exchanged the grim helplessness of death

for the happy activity of life?

Can a human fulfill our needs?

We do not deny that a person can fulfill the needs of another

person. The person, who feeds someone, nurses the patient or

releases the prisoner, is fulfilling their needs. A shoemaker

fulfills the need for shoes, the tailor provides clothes and the

driver provides transport. We human beings not only benefit

from each other but from other things as well. Trees provide life-

saving shelter from the burning rays of the sun. Horses and

camels can be invaluable to travellers. We need needles to sew

and scissors to cut. If we thus look around us, we will see that

most of our time is spent in trying to make our own lives easier.

The car has been invented, but that is not enough; each new

model of car has to be better and faster than the last. Few

household tasks are performed today without the use of a

machine. Computers are being used in many areas to provide

speed and efficiency. But despite our total reliance on all these

gadgets and machines, we cannot say that they are god-like. They

are almost indispensable to us today— that is true, but that does

not make them divine. No matter how efficient and useful a

machine is, all the credit of its work goes to its designer. In the

same way, no matter how strong or helpful a person is, the credit

should go to Allah.

If we could prove that a certain person had an influence in the

creation of the world, we could call him our sustainer and
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provider. But when it is clear that every minute particle existing

in the universe has been created by Allah, such a claim becomes

a clear lie.

It is a sheer fallacy to suppose that an insignificant human being

could have had a share in the creation of the universe. Mushrik

nations like the Hindus and the Buddhists have adopted the belief

that just as Allah is the Provider and Helper, so the saints and

legendary heroes were providers and helpers. Allah gave them a

spark of His own divinity so that they could share in His great work.

Such a belief is a lie and a distortion. It is completely alien to the

teachings of Islam and is an insult to the majesty and power of Allah

the Almighty. He alone created the heavens, the earth, and

everything that lies between them. He alone has power and control

over everything. He alone gives life and He alone causes death,

whether of an ant or of a superpower president. The drought that

destroys lives, the tornadoes that wreck harvests, the hurricanes that

annihilate cities— all are under the command of Allah.

He first created the perfect environment in which mankind could

live, providing for warmth, food and water, livelihood and

pleasure. But He did not leave His creatures alone and at the

mercy of Satan after this. He provided for continuous guidance

and example through his numerous Prophets and Messengers.

Again and again He stressed that He is there to help His creatures

and to answer their prayers and appeals. To ignore all He has said

and turn in prayer to human beings, trees and angels, is an affront

to the dignity of the Lord, Creator and Preserver of the universe.

A Mushrik would justify himself by saying that gods and saints

can fulfill the needs of those in distress, not on their own but by

the power that Allah has given to them. Such a belief is not in

accordance with the teachings contained in the Qur'an and

Sunnah. We will now give an illustration from the Qur'an to
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show the difference between help given by Allah and help given

by an ordinary human being. Once this difference has been

clarified, there will be no excuse left to believe that deities and

saints can share in the attributes that belong to Allah alone.

The story of Musa (Moses) in Madyan

[ Y i_Y Y : ^afll] 4^<£^

'Then, when he turned his face towards (the land of) Madyan,

he said: I do hope my Lord will show me the smooth and

straight path. And when he arrived at the watering place in

Madyan, he found there a group of men watering their flocks,

and besides them he found two women who were keeping back

(their flock). He said: What is the matter with you? They said:

We cannot water our flocks until the shepherds take back their

flocks. And our father is a very old man. So he watered their

flock for them." (Al-Qasas: 22-24)

According to some narrations, Musa Up), motivated by sympathy

for the girls, went to another well which was covered by a heavy

stone. He lifted the stone and drew water for the girls and their flock.

The need of the girls was thus fulfilled, and let us now discuss the

story to see the factors which helped to fulfill their need.

We can say that the water quenched their thirst because this is the

natural method of alleviating thirst. We can also say that Musa (aJ*

f
*—Ji) quenched their thirst as he was the one who lifted the heavy

stone and drew the water. But we can just as correctly say that Allah

quenched their thirst because He is the One Who created water. He

gave it the quality of alleviating thirst, and He is the One Who created

Musa f5Ui a> and gave him the power to lift that heavy stone.

30



So water was the direct factor that met their need, Musa (f*-Ji <Jp)

was the indirect factor, and Allah was the Creator of all these

factors. Mankind thus has some power to help itself and help

others, but the real source of all this aid is Allah alone. He
creates mankind, He creates all the circumstances that surround

mankind, and He gives mankind the ability to help itself.

Without Allah, we are utterly powerless and helpless.
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Chapter 10

PRAYERS FOR MIRACLES

The object of prayer is not that man prays while Allah does

everything for him. Prayer is an appeal to Allah to help the

person in his trials, ease his sufferings and reward his actions.

Remember: Allah helps those who help themselves. Allah has

given us our hands and feet, our senses and faculties, our

intelligence and capabilities to be used and not to trust. When we
ask Allah for something, we are asking Him to help create the

environment in which our needs can be fulfilled. When we pray

for food, we are not expecting to find plates of rice and meat

descending from the sky. What we want is that Allah help us to

find a job, earn a living and be able to provide for ourselves.

Prayer should be accompanied by action. It is no use sitting at

home doing nothing, and then praying to Allah to help you get a

job. Consider the following person:

He avoids water, and prays to Allah to quench his thirst. He
closes his eyes, and prays to Allah to help him see. He plants an

apple tree, and prays for wheat. He remains celibate and longs for

children. He opposes the Qur' an and Sunnah, and then prays for

guidance. He indulges in unforgivable sins, and then prays for

heaven. Such a person will be considered foolish as he is defying

divine justice and logic.

"Man can have nothing but what he strives for." (An-Najam: 39)

It is also important to remember that prayers should not be for

illegitimate or un-reasonable things. It is useless to pray to Allah

to restore your dead relative back to life as this is not the plan

that Allah has for His creation. Most important of all, prayers
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should be addressed directly to Allah Almighty only. If a person
prays via the intercession of a saint or Prophet, he should not he
surprised that the Lord of the universe does not respond to him.
An illustration from the battle of Uhud will help clarify the

relation between cause and effect.

The battle of Uhud

This battle is an example of the Muslims not being helped by
Allah because they disobeyed the command of Allah's
Messenger. In the third year after Hijra, the Makkans attacked the

Muslims with an army of three thousand men, seven hundred of
which were in armour. The Muslim army was composed of only
one thousand men, three hundred of which were hypocrites who
deserted the Muslims before the battle began.

Allah's Messenger ^ a ju. stationed fifty archers on a hill to

guard the rear of the Muslim lines. This was a strategically

crucial position and the Prophet ^, «j* a _u stressed that under no
circumstances were the men to move from their position.

"Do not desert your positions— even if you see vultures

snatching at our bones."

When the fighting began, the Muslims clearly had the advantage.

Panic and fear broke out among the Makkan army as more and
more of its men were killed. It slowly took to flight and the

Muslims began to gather the booty. Seeing this, the forty archers

left their posts and rushed towards the spoils of war. The
retreating Makkan army took advantage of this lapse in security

and counter-attacked. The Muslims were taken by surprise and so

suffered a huge loss. Seventy of the Companions were martyred,

including the Prophet's beloved uncle, Hamza <u 41

The Prophet fL^&iij*. was himself surrounded by the enemy.
Stones, arrows and spears rained down upon him. His face and
head were badly injured, covering his body in blood. Allah's

Messenger pjuy u* & j*. fell in a ditch and was surrounded by the
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enemies of Islam who joyfully shouted, "Muhammad has been

killed!"

But Allah's Messenger pi—3 * »- emerged from the ditch in

wounded state, his voice thundering above the noise of the battle.

"I am the Prophet. There is no doubt about this. I am the

son of Abdul Muttalib."

His words brought courage into the hearts of his followers and they

returned to the fighting with renewed vigour. As the Prophet

,1 was still surrounded by the enemy, he shouted to his devoted

men, "Whoever removes them away from me, for him is Paradise."

The Ansari youth fell on the Makkans circling the Prophet & j~

a* like tigers. They were immediately slaughtered by the more

experienced Makkans, but as they lay dying at the Prophet's feet,

each said with deep contentment, "By the Lord of the Ka'ba, I

leave the world successfully."

Each one of them had coveted the status of a martyr. And each

left the world in blissful anticipation of the reward that Allah had

promised them. Theirs was true faith and piety.

As a result of such courage and devotion, the Muslims were still

able to save the day.

But had the archers not disobeyed their orders, such a heavy price

may not have had to be paid. Despite the fact that Allah's Messenger

4,. * ^u) was himself present in this battle along with some of the

most noble and virtuous Companions, the Muslims suffered heavy

losses and could have been annihilated completely. The mistake was

that of a handful of men, but the entire existing Muslim Ummah

could have suffered the effects of this mistake.

This shows that Allah's promise of help and aid is only for those

who obey His commands and follow the Sunnah of His

Messenger «> to ^). No amount of prayers and supplications

will be of use if His commands are not obeyed.
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To abandon prayer is Kufr

At the same time we should not underestimate the importance of

prayer in the eyes of Allah. Allah wants us to work hard, but He
also wants us to turn to Him in humility and prayer. The person

who uses his talents and all the means at his disposal, should not

become vain and expect success at once. He should remember
that success and failure are both in the hands of Allah, and prayer

should become an integral part of his life.

[IT i^k^^^^t^i
"Or, who listens to the distressed soul when it calls on

Him, and who relieves its suffering, and makes you

(mankind) inheritors of the earth? Can there be another god
except Allah? Little it is that you heed." (An-Namal: 62)

Allah Almighty asks three questions in this verse:

1. When a person is in desperate need and feels helpless from

all sources, who is it that alone listens to his prayers and
responds to him?

2. When a person is overwhelmed by a problem, who is it that

solves his problem and eases his suffering?

3. Who is it that created mankind and then created everything

that mankind would need?

Allah Almighty then answers these questions, saying that He
alone is the Creator, the One Who listens and the One Who
helps. He then asks us why we turn to others for help, when He is

there to answer our prayers.
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Chapter 1

1

THE EMERGENCE OF SHIRK

There are three basic reasons behind the emergence of Kufr and

Shirk practices: an incorrect concept of Allah, incorrect concept

of worship, and an incorrect understanding of the relation

between the Creator and His creation. In the following pages we

will discuss some of these misguided concepts, explaining them

in the correct light of the Qur'an and Sunnah.

Kinship between Allah and His Creation

Some people suggest that very pious and devout people become

so close to Allah that He treats them as his own sons, wives or

daughters. Conversely speaking, these 'relatives' of Allah are

able to change and influence His actions just as a wife may

influence her husband or a son may influence his father. Such

people are obviously in a position of considerable power, and so

to pray to them rather than to Allah Almighty directly is just as

rewarding. The Qur'an has forcefully rejected this concept.

"And exalted is the Majesty of our Lord: He has taken

neither a wife nor a son." (Al-Jinn: 3)

In another place we read:

"The Jews say Uzair is the son of Allah, and the Christians

say Christ is the son of Allah. This is a saying from their
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mouth; in this they but imitate what the unbelievers of old

used to say. Allah's curse be upon them; how they are

deluded away from the truth!" (At-Taubah: 30)

The belief that Allah regards the angels as His daughters has also

been rejected.

"Has then your Lord preferred for you sons, and taken for

Himself daughters among the angels? Truly you utter a

most dreadful saying!" (Bani Israel: 40)

Allah's infatuation with His creation

A similar belief is that when a person becomes so devout that he

has absolutely no interest left in the concerns of the world. Allah

Almighty not only falls madly in love with him but is completely

and utterly infatuated by him. And like any mortal lover, Allah

Almighty is prepared to grant any whim and any wish of His

beloved. These beloved are thus in a position to plead for

forgiveness for their followers who pray to them.

This belief is utterly without foundation and it is an insult to our

Creator. Passionate love and infatuation are faults found among
mankind which make them blind to reality and justice. Allah

Almighty is above such base human emotions and He is perfect.

When describing the relationship between the Creator and His

creation, the Qur'an and Sunnah have used the concept of love.

But Allah's love is like all His other characteristics: it is pure,

unique, and impossible for the mortal mind to comprehend fully.

The fact that Allah loves someone simply means that Allah

guides him, forgives his faults and gives him success in this

world and in the Hereafter.
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The concept of Tawassul (Intercession)

As discussed earlier, the Mushrik Arabs used to worship Allah,

but they also honoured and worshipped Prophets, angels, j inns

and various other deities. They worshipped all these creatures not

because they considered them to be Allah but because they

considered them to be intercessors in the court of Allah.

"If indeed you ask them: Who has created the heavens and

the earth, and subjected the sun and the moon. They will

certainly reply, Allah. How are they then deluded away

from the truth?" (Al-Ankabut: 61)

These and other verses of the Qur'an show the following:

1 . The Arab un-believers believed in Allah but also believed in other

deities which were supposed to have the role of intercessors.

2. There is no difference between worshipping a deity as God

or worshipping it as an intercessor, and both are Haraam.

3. Worshipping someone other than Allah can never be a way

of winning Allah's pleasure as it is Shirk, and Shirk only

invites Allah's wrath.

4. Allah listens to all of His creatures all the time, regardless of the

language they speak. His throne is guarded by no gurads and no

gatekeepers; there are no lawyers and no interpreters in His

court. He directly listens and responds to all of His creation.

5. People have invented the concept of using Prophets and

saints as intercessors, but they have never been able to agree

on the same intercessors. There is severe animosity between

the followers of the various saints. Not only every town, but

every village and every community has its own mentors.
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6. Allah Almighty has never told us to worship creatures other

than Him. In fact He has expressly forbidden it, just as the

Prophets and the very saints, who are being worshipped,

have forbidden it.

7. And Allah has never told us to pray to Him invoking the

name of a dead saint. It is, however, acceptable to invoke the

name of a pious servant of Allah who is alive and has agreed

to praying on your behalf. People usually ignore this

requirement and invoke the memories of the dead who have no

idea that they are thus being remembered. Their graves have

become places of mediation, although the Qur'an tells us,

[r o
: 8JSU1]

"O you who believe! Fear Allah and seek the means of

approach to Him." (Al-Ma'idah:35)

"Say: If you do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you

and forgive your sins, and Allah is Forgiving, Most

Merciful." (Al-Imran: 31)

It is thus clear that the intercession we have been told to find is

total adherence to the Prophet's Qj-j& k jS) message. The one,

who ignores this source of mediation, will permanently be astray.

Allah Almighty has no need for mediators

Mushrik nations have compared Allah's rule to the rule of

ordinary kings. They think that just because mortal rulers need

officials, guards and advisors to run their tiny empires, so Allah

needs a retinue of officials to help control the universe. Such

comparisons are offensive to Allah as they belittle His power and

bring Him down to the level of insignificant human beings. Allah
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Almighty is incomparable and His method of rule is perfect and

incomparable as well.

"Invent not similitudes for Allah: for Allah knows, and you

know not." (An-Nahl: 74)

The practice of praying to Prophets and saints in order to win

their intercession in front of Allah has been denounced as Shirk

in the Qur'an.

"Why then was there no help from those whom they

worshipped instead of Allah, as a means of access to

Allah? Indeed, they left them in the lurch: That was their

falsehood and their invention." (Al-Ahqaf: 28)

Worthless were the magnificent tombs built to win the

intercession of the dead; wasted were the gifts to the memories of

saints; useless were the chants in the names of various deities.

When Allah sent down His hurricanes and floods, all the false

gods and supposed mediators were annihilated along with their

followers. This was because the whole building of Tawassul and

Shirk was built on a foundation of lies and distortion and so

brought the wrath of Allah on its constructors.

The annals of history record the story of the Muslims of Bukhara

immediately after World War 1 when they were told of an

impending attack by the socialist forces. Instead of preparing a

defense as the Qur'an instructs Muslims to do, these misled people

replied, "Shah Naqshaband is the guardian of this country and no

enemy will ever conquer it." History is a living proof that in 1920

the Bolsheviks attacked this country, demolished its mosques,

slaughtered its scholars, imprisoned its inhabitants, and so brought

three hundred magnificent years of Muslim rule to a sudden end.

Today, almost seventy years later, the Muslims are still under the

yoke of Communist rule, unable to free themselves.
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Ignorance

When such misguided people saw the brilliant sun that is

essential for plant growth, the clouds that send life-giving rain,

the trees that provide fruit, they assumed that these were the gods

of nourishment and so forgot the real Nourisher and Provider.

When these people saw the ferocious animals that can tear man
from limb to limb, the erupting volcanoes that can destroy entire

villages, the diseases and plagues that bring mankind down to its

knees, their fear knew no bounds. In order to appease these angry

and destructive gods, they built memorials in their name to which

they sacrificed and offered gifts. Their state of fear was such that

they bowed in worship to anything and everything, to the extent

that they almost lost count of the number of their gods.

And when these people saw the miracles of the Prophets, they

assumed that these were divine characters who had influence

over the running of the world.

Allah Almighty has rejected all such beliefs and has stated the

following in order to guide His creatures:

[AT : ^] 4&Wjfif&3Si&ljt2i& »

"So glory to Him in Whose hands is the dominion of all things:

and to Him will you all be brought back." (Ya Sin: 83)

Everything is under the total control of Allah

The first thing taught by Islam is that nothing in the universe can

of its own will harm or benefit man. Each and every drop of

water, each grain of sand, each leaf on a tree is under the

command of the Creator who formed it and gave it life.

Mankind is the best creation of Allah

Islam gives human beings the birth-right of being the best

creation of Allah, better than the rest of creation. It is because of

his actions that man falls to the lowest of the low.
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"We have honoured the sons of Adam; provided them with

transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance things

good and pure; and favoured them over a great part of Our

creation." (Bani Israel: 70)

Mankind has no lord or master except Allah

[rv:oi^i]

"And from among His signs are the night and the day, and

the sun and the moon. Prostrate not to the sun not to the

moon but prostrate to Allah Who created them, if it is Him

you wish to worship." (Fussilat: 37)

The Prophets are the creatures of Allah

Islam has taught that the Prophets and Messengers were ordinary

human beings who were chosen to receive and spread the faith of

Allah. They had to devote their lives to the worship of Allah just

as all other human beings are required to do.

"All that is in the heavens and the earth must come to

Allah Most Gracious as a servant." (Maryam: 93)

Miracles are the work of Allah alone

The fifth lesson given by Islam is that miracles performed by

Prophets are not their works but are the acts of Allah. He uses

miracles to show the truth of the message being preached by His

servants.
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its : j»;\i i^fi$&(fyllfh
"We did send Messengers before you, and appointed for

them wives and children. And it was never the part of a

Messenger to bring a sign except as Allah permitted. For

each period is a Book (revealed). (Ar-Ra'd: 38)

In the Qur'an the word "sign" signifies a miracle. During the

mission of the Prophet Muhammad (fi— j-*) the Arab non-

believers demanded that he perform a miracle if he was a true

Prophet in the tradition of Prophet Musa who performed the

miracles of the parting of the seas and the white hand, and Prophet

'Isa who healed the lepers and the blind. Allah the Almighty

answered these people by saying that Prophets had no control over

His miracles and that He only performed them when He so wished.

[w:jufri] i&
"It is not you who slew them but Allah slew them; when

you threw (a handful of dust) it was not your act, but

Allah's." (Al-Anfal: 17)

The verses refer to the battle between the Muslims and non-

Muslims, at the beginning of which the Prophet fL.3 *j*&j* threw

a fistful of sand towards the non-believers shouting "May their

faces become disfigured.' At the same time, he gave the order for

the battle to commence; and the Companions threw themselves

into the fighting with such vigour that they easily defeated the

enemy. In this incident the miracles were the throwing of the

sand and the huge numbers of non-believers who were killed.

The Prophet ^o- may have thrown the sand, and the

Companions may have killed the enemy, but all these were the

acts of Allah.
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Chapter 1

2

CUSTOM AND SHIRK

%
One of the main reasons for the continuing of Shirk practices is

custom. Just as nations have their own political, social and
national customs, so they have their misguided religious

customs. New ideas and practices are formed in the name of

religion even though they may be completely opposed to the

teachings of that religion.

The Jews and Christians remember and celebrate the births and
deaths of their great leaders. Special ceremonies are held, tombs
are erected, even special foods are eaten, although there is no
evidence whatsoever in the Old and New Testaments for such

practices. In fact, the Scriptures oppose such practices as they

insist on the Oneness of God. If these people are questioned

concerning the validity of their practices, they reply that their

families, tribes and countries have done so for centuries and so

they are following in the firm footsteps of their ancestors.

The Qur'an ridicules such logic:

[T \ :0UiJ]

"When they are told to follow what Allah revealed, they

say: Nay, we shall follow the ways on which we found our

fathers. What! even if it is Satan beckoning them to the

penalty of the blazing Fire?" (Luqman: 21

)

Islam accepts that love for your country and people is a natural

phenomenon, but rejects that this is a valid reason for continuing

Shirk practices. To follow your ancestors is not compulsory, and
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neither it is practical at times. Our ancestors included tyrants,

blood-thirsty criminals and unjust leaders. Would we, their

children, think it a part of our tradition to imitate their actions?

Our ancestors rode on camels and horses, wore the skins of

animals, worked on the land and did everything by hand. By

inventing and using cars, roads, machines and computers, we

have rejected their tradition. No-one has ever disputed all the

scientific advances being made around us, but when someone

questions the 'religious' practices of forefathers and ancestors, it

becomes a very serious issue indeed. The person is punished, not

for disputing the tradition, but for disputing the religion itself,

even though that particular tradition has no validity in the

religion of the people.

The Qur'an also stresses that customs and practices that are

introduced into religions are actually the works of Satan. He

knows that man is weak and prefers the easy way to the hard

way. He deludes people into believing that Tawheed is a long and

arduous journey of prayers, fasting, self-denial and hardship, the

aim of which is to please Allah, and this aim can very easily be

attained by a much shorter and more pleasant route: the route of

Shirk. He thus uses his influence over ignorant people to

introduce a hollow structure of rituals and rites which adopt the

name of revealed religion.

The path of Tawheed is difficult because it demands that man use

his physical and mental abilities to understand Allah's message,

to study it and to practise it. It demands that if man wishes to be

successful in front of Allah, he must discipline his desires,

cleanse his soul and obey all Allah's commands. It is a life-long

journey and requires much patience and perseverance.

Satan, on the other hand, rejects the need for such self-control.

The path, he offers, is short and sweet. All that man has to do is

to seek the patronage of a religious leader, offer sacrifices and

gifts to him, build memorials to his name and pray to him. All
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prayers will be answered and all problems will be resolved. This

path is short, entertaining and very attractive.

The elite and Shirk

Very often, practices of Shirk continue to flourish because they

receive the blessings of the rich and elite members of the

community. These people use the elaborate rituals and rites to

parade their wealth and increase their prestige. Overawed and

dazzled, the poor do their best to imitate such splendour, but succeed

only in making their own lives even more miserable and wretched.

"Just in the same way, whenever We sent a warner before

you to a people, the wealthy ones among them said: We
found our fathers following a certain religion, and we will

certainly follow in their footsteps." (Az-Zukhruf: 23)

History has repeatedly shown that it is the privileged classes that

are usually behind hypocrisy and falsehood. By encouraging

religious extravagance, they not only improve their own
positions but also push the poor further and further into debt.

This makes the poor completely dependent on the rich and forces

them into lives of servitude. If the poor were not shackled by the

bonds of expensive ceremonies and customs, they would be in a

better position to achieve economic independence and to demand
equal rights. It is thus in the interest of the rich to increase the

gap between the rich and the poor, and they succeed in this by

inventing more and more rites in the name of religion.

The Pharisees

Shirk often spreads because of the ignorance and negligence of

its religious scholars. A quick glance at the Bible shows that the

responsibility for the death of Tawheed and the birth of Shirk

among the Jews and the Christians lay at the hands of their rabbis
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and priests. These men apparently led very disciplined,

devotional and mystical lives, but were in reality irreligious,

selfish and greedy. Their religious garb was simply a tool for

deceiving people and collecting as much wealth as they could.

In Matthew ch. 23, we hear Jesus addressing the Rabbis:

"Everything they do is done for men to see . . . they love the

place of honour at banquets and the most important seats in

the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the market-places

and to have men call them 'Rabbi' ... you hypocrites! You

devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy

prayers. Therefore you will be punished more severely.

... Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you

hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven in men's

faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those

enter who are trying to ... You travel over land and sea to

win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make

him twice as much a son of Hell as you are . .

.

Woe to you ... You are like white-washed tombs, which

look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of

dead men's bones and everything unclean. In the same

way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but

on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.

Woe to you ... You build tombs for the Prophets and

decorate the graves of the righteous." (Matthew ch. 23)

It is thus very clear that the Jewish scholars wanted fame and

fortune at the expense of faith and salvation. Their greed was

such that even a poor widow's few possessions were at risk. In

order to ensure that people would continue to come to them, they

preached that divine favour could not be attained without their

advice. They paid homage to their Prophets in order to line their

own pockets.

The Qur'an has also exposed the true nature of such charlatans:
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"O you who believe! There are indeed many among the

rabbis and priests, who in falsehood devour the substance

of men and hinder them from the way of Allah. (At-Taubah: 34)

"Devouring the substance of Men" does not mean that the rabbis

and priests have turned into gun-wielding robbers and highway-
men. And neither does "hindering people from the way of Allah"

mean that they actively discourage people from prayer, charity

and attending places of worship. What the Qur'an's saying is that

these so-called scholars mislead people about their religion by
ignoring the teachings of their Prophets and initiating new
practices under the guise of religion. The purpose of thus

deforming their faith is solely to gather more wealth.

The situation has become so corrupt that neither the crowning of
a king nor the funeral of a pauper can take place unless the

purses of these parasites have been filled. But the industry of
using religion to amass personal fortunes was not to be confined

to the Children of Israel. The Prophet Muhammad (^-^i j^)
was convinced that similar pharisees would be born among the

Muslims. Ibn Maja reports that the Prophet fa <m & said:

"There will be people from among my followers who will

understand the religion and read the Qur'an, and will say

that we go to the notables in order to gain some of the

world, but we keep our religion away from them. But this

can never happen. Just as you cannot closely approach a

thorny tree without being pricked, so you cannot go near

them without being affected by their evil."

Today we see that religion as an industry has become a

flourishing source of income for unscrupulous saints and self-

appointed religious leaders among the Muslims. Tombs are built,

offerings are made and prayers are said in order to win their

intercession on the Day of Judgment. Every year a fair is
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organized around their tombs and graves. All conceivable
attractions are present to lure people and empty their purses.

Games, music and other entertainment for the pleasure seeking;
trade and profits for the merchants; gambling facilities and even
drugs. For the more pious devotees, story-tellers relate the heroic

deeds of their saints, recount their mystical powers and sing their

praises. Religion has become a booming business.

And so, although the example given in the Qur'an is that of the
Jews, we Muslims today have no excuse for complacency. The
situation in the current Muslim world is far worse. The teachings
of Allah and His final Prophet^ «j* ji have been abandoned.
Worship of the Almighty alone has been replaced by worship of
Syyedina Ali, Hussein and Khwaja Mu'eenuddin Chishti. If we
Muslims want to escape the curse that Allah has placed on the

Jews for their hypocrisy and ingratitude, it is about time that we
followed Allah's commandments, left Shirk and adopted
Tawheed in its purest form.
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Chapter 1

3

EXCESS AND EXAGGERATION

One of the reasons for the spread of Shirk has been excessive

reverence for religious leaders. The Quf an warns:

"O people of the Book! Commit no excess in your

religion." (An-Nisa'r 171)

But when the Jews and the Christians were praising and

remembering their Prophets, they would often forget the path of

moderation and adopt the path of exaggeration. Imaginary

incidents and fantastic stones would be ascribed to their leaders.

Although such excessive praise may have been motivated by

extreme love and respect, it was certainly not motivated by a

regard for the truth. Religion began to be propagated through the

medium of emotive poetry which appealed to the emotions of the

listeners rather than to their minds. This led to bigotry, narrow-

mindedness, stubbornness and self-delusion. Islam encourages

people to see everything in the mirror of reality. To deny

something its true worth is wrong, but to exalt it to too high a

status is sheer stupidity. The Qur'an has negated many of these

exaggerated stories, example of which now follow.

/. Deification of the Prophets

Singers and poets among the Jews and the Christians were very

prone to exaggeration. Carried away by praise of the Prophets, they

had few qualms about pronouncing them to be sons of the Almighty.
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33 « y<0

'The Jews say: Uzair is the son of Allah, and the Christians

say: Christ is the son of Allah. That is a saying from their

mouths; in this they imitate what the unbelievers of old used

to say. Allah's curse be on them: how they are deluded away

from the truth." (At-Taubah: 30)

Exaggeration is only a step away from lying and when a person

lies, he never knows when to stop. The time was not far off when

the Christians claimed that Jesus was Allah Himself, and not

merely the son of Allah.

"They do blaspheme who say: Allah is Christ the son of

Mary. But Christ said: O Children of Israel! Worship

Allah, my Lord and your Lord. Whoever commits Shirk

with Allah, Allah will forbid for him Heaven, and the Fire

will be his abode. There will be no help for the wrong-

doers." (Al-Maida: 72)

2. Special privilegesfor special people

The Children of Israel were the descendants of Prophet Yusuf,

Ya'qoub, Ishaaq and Ibrahim (f
*Ji The presence of so many

Prophets in their family tree led to a belief in racial superiority

among them. They began to claim that Allah Almighty has

specially favoured them and treated them as his own children.
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"The Jews and the Christians say; We are the sons of Allah

and his beloved ones." (Al-Ma 4

ida:18)

The Qur'an rejects such a blasphemous notion:

"And exalted is the Majesty of our Lord: He has taken

neither a wife nor a son." (Al-Jinn:3)

But the arrogance of the Jews knew no bounds. They believed

that as a race they were superior to the rest of Allah's creatures,

and that Heaven had been guaranteed for them. Their actions in

this world were of little consequence, and if one of them

committed an unforgivable sin, their Prophets would easily get

him pardoned. Even if that person was not forgiven and thrown

into Hell, Allah would never allow him to remain in the fire for

more than forty days.

[A • : S^Jl] i&^*tfiyt&f%&&&jk$
"And they say: the Fire shall not touch us except for a few

numbered days. Say: Have you taken a promise from Allah

as Allah does not break His promises? Or are you saying

about Allah what you do not know?" (Al-Baqarah:80)

Islam believes in justice for all, and cannot accept that whereas

ordinary sinners will be punished, Jewish sinners will be

pardoned. If a person from among a noble and good family

commits an evil, Allah does not forgive him because of his

family, but instead dissociates him from them. The Qur'an gives

the example of Prophet Noah and his unbelieving son.

The disbelief and ingratitude of the Prophet's nation had brought

Allah's punishment and anger on them: their sins had become a

raging thunderstorm, they were being swept away by savage
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floods, and the earth was soon to be cleansed of their impure

presence. At this critical time the noble Prophet
r
J .;4»&ju

pleaded to Allah:

"O my Lord! Surely my son is of my family! And Your promise

is true, and You are the most Just of all judges." (Hud:45)

But Allah Almighty could not accept this plea:

"He said: O Noah! He is not of your family: his conduct is

unrighteous. So do not ask me that of which you have no

knowledge. I advise you, lest you act like the ignorant." (Hud: 46)

3. Religious scholars can say no wrong

Nations through the ages have been the slaves of their kings and the

devotees of their scholars. They have accepted the words of their kings

as law, and the rulings of their religious scholars as divine.

"They take their priests and their rabbis to be their lords

instead of Allah. And they also take Christ the son of Mary.

Yet they were commanded only to worship One Lord.

There is no god but He. Praise and Glory to Him. Far He is

from those who commit Shirk." (At-Taubah: 31)

At the time that the above verse was revealed, Adi bin Hatim

ji) had renounced Christianity and embraced Islam. He was a
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scholar of Christianity, and told the Prophet (jL.,^*ju that no

Christian worships his priest.

The Prophet ^^iijL, replied:

"It is true that they do not worship them. But when they

(the priests) legitimize something, they (the Christians)

accept it as legitimate. And when they forbid something,

they accept it as forbidden. And that is the same as

worshipping them."

Such blind obedience of religious men is common among

Muslims today. They will accept some of the most judicious

rules, without thinking and without looking for evidence in the

Qur'an and Sunnah.

4. The Prophet <J~j cannot alter divine revelation

During the time of Prophet Muhammad (jjuj^ui when the fight

between Truth and Injustice was at its height, the Mushrik Arabs

asked the Prophet ^ to change some of the un-

compromising verses contained in the Qur' an. They said that they

were willing to agree to peace if the contents of the Qur' an were

slightly modified to suit them. The following verse was revealed in

response to their request.

cit (£3 * X& fitf $S

"But when Our clear signs are recited to them, those who do

not rest their hope on their meeting with Us, say: Bring us a

Reading other than this, or change this. Say: it is not for me

of my own accord to change it: I follow naught but what is
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revealed unto me. If I were to disobey my Lord, I would fear

the penalty of Great Day/' (Yunus: 15)

It is thus very clear that the Prophet could of his own
accord make no alterations in the divine message. He had to

transmit the verses to his people exactly as they were revealed to

him. If the great Prophet Muhammad (a*, a*^ j^>), the perfect

and enduring example to all mankind, could not change or

modify the divine law, how then can we accept that the scholars

and saints who came centuries after him, could have any hope of

changing it. The Prophet ^ , *\ was not allowed to add

tenets to the faith of Allah, so who has given today's scholars the

authority to do so?

Islam has not forbidden us to honour and respect our elders and

learned men. In fact, it has emphasized this quality in a Muslim.

But this does not give the scholars carte blanche to play havoc

with Allah's religion. Their work should be confined to

practising the commandments contained in the Qur'an and

Sunnah and to inviting others to do the same, not to inventing

their own version of Islam. The person who gives the teachings

of such scholars the status of religion is a MushriL

"What! Do they have partners (in godliness) who have

established for them some religion without the permission

of Allah? Had it not been for the Decree of Judgment, the

matter between them would have been decided at once.

And indeed the wrong-doers will have a grievous

punishment." (Ash-Shura: 21)
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The "partners" referred to in the above verse are the religious

scholars who sell charms and prayers of their own manufacture.

Their trade is one of competitions with the true teachings of

Islam. Muslims should always remember that it is the prerogative

of Allah Almighty to pronounce something as being part of faith,

to judge whether something is Halaal or Haraam, to announce

whether a particular action will lead to punishment or reward. He

alone has the right to determine such things, and He alone has the

right to tell mankind of His decision through His chosen

Prophets. No human being has the right to interfere or to change

the decision of Allah, least of all the bogus scholars who have

made religion a very profitable business.

5. Walls (saints) are not better than Prophets

Among the Sufis we find the belief that some saints are more

important than the Messengers and Prophets of Allah. These

saints are supposed to have more knowledge than the Prophets

and are closer to Allah. The consequence of such a belief is that

these saints do not need to follow the message preached by the

Prophets and so all that has been forbidden in divine religion is

Halaal for them. The Sufis describe Ibn Al-Arabi as the greatest

scholar, and one of his most famous verses is that:

"The position of a Prophet is at a gap (Barzakh). He is

above the Messenger and below the Wali."

Such a belief requires Muslims to follow saints rather than Prophets

as they profess to have a higher status. Needless to say, it is an

ignorant and false belief that has no evidence in the Book of Allah.

6. Deserting the tenets ofIslam
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One of the groups that claim to be Muslims are the Batinies who

have rejected some of the fundamentals of Islam such as prayer,

fasting, Zakat and Hajj. Their argument is that the Prophet (ii ju-

j

—

.;<_4p), the Companions and the entire Muslim Ummah have

misinterpreted the requirements that Allah has laid down in the

Qur'an. They thus claim to have an even better understanding of

the Book of Allah than the Prophet ^^^J* who received it by

divine inspiration.

This chapter has discussed the liberties that were taken with the

character and the message of the Prophet ,jUj u*. *i j+ by various

groups. The Prophet w <&» ^—^) was himself aware of this

danger and warned his followers to stay clear of it.

&\±~s> x-^u\ ^\ »^Ua^\ OjieN ^

"Do not praise me excessively as the Christians praise

Christ, son of Mary, for I am the servant of Allah and His

Prophet." (Bukhari)
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Chapter 14

GOD INCARNATE

This is the theory that when mankind is in serious trouble, Allah

comes to their rescue by adopting the form of a human being and

leading the people out of their situation. The Arabic word for this

concept is "HldooT\ It has been part of the faith of many of the

world's religions. The Hindus believe that God split himself into

various deities, all of which came down to earth in human or

animal forms. The Buddhists believe that the Buddha was a

divine figure, and the Parsis have a similar belief about

Zoroaster. The Jews believe that Prophets Dawud, Yaqoub and

Uzair (f* w ^—j^) were the sons of Allah, with divine

characteristics and a mission to help the Children of Israel. But

the concept of Hulool is best embodied in the Christian Trinity.

God was able to divide himself into three different forms, all of

which were separate yet part of the divine whole.

Unfortunately, the concept of Hulool entered into Islam very

early. Its first propagator was Abdullah Ibn Saba who lived

during the reign of the Caliph Umar (o* m ^J. Ibn Saba claimed

that Allah had become incarnate in the person of the Prophet's

cousin Ali. By the time Ali became Caliph, the number of people

who accepted Ibn Saba's claims had increased to seventy. Ali

^-i>0 repeatedly denied that he was Allah, but the men were

adamant in their faith. Finally, the Caliph had these people

thrown into fire. But the faith of these Mushriks was so strong

that even while burning in the flames, they continued to shout

"Ali is god". Their punishment had only strengthened their belief

because, as far as they were concerned.

58



"Only the lord of fire can punish with fire."

Hussein Ibn Mansoor Hallaj

Hussein Ibn Mansoor was born in Iran in the second century after

the Hijrah. Not only did he preach that the divine can become

incarnate in the mortal, but he also claimed that Allah had taken

over his body. He raised the banner of "I am the truth" as a result

of which the Abbasid Caliph had him executed in Baghdad in

310 A.H.

A verse that Hallaj used to recite was,

"I disobeyed the religion of Allah. Disobedience is repulsive to

the Muslims but it is compulsory for me."

With such pride did this man announce his denial of the faith of Allah.

The concept of Hulool is false

It is absurd to think that Allah the Almighty feels the need to

come down to earth disguised as a man when He wishes to help

His creatures. As Master, Creator and Ruler of the universe, He

only has to say "Be — and it is!" He has no need to come and

live the life of a mortal, suffering his trials, preaching to those

who will listen, being ill-treated by the creatures He Himself has

created. Can we accept a fate of misery, tears and failure for Him

who commands the rains, the winds, the angels, the jinns and the

volcanoes? Such a notion is an affront to logic and reason, and is

an insult to the Power and Majesty of our Lord.

If we study the lives of those reputed to have been god in

disguise, we see very clearly that there was nothing divine about

them. These men needed food, water, clothes, shelter and sleep,

just as all ordinary mortals do. Their missions met with success,
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but also with failure and humiliation. And most of all, when their

time in this world had ended, they were not able to resist death.

The death of God?

Hindus claim that Krishna was divine, and they also claim that

he had to helplessly watch his kingdom being robbed and

plundered. The grief at being unable to save his people took him

to his death in the snow of the Himalayas. Was the man, who
grieved at the suffering of his people, an ordinary mortal or a

powerful god?

Buddhists believe that the dead body of the Budddha was

cremated in Nepal and that his ashes were buried in eight

separate sites, above each of which a memorial was erected. Can
such a disfigured and mutilated body be worth the honour of

being worshipped?

Christians say that Christ was dragged through Jerusalem carrying a

heavy cross, that a crown of thorns was placed on his head, and that

he was crucified and then buried. While on the cross, he wept and

prayed to his Lord for help. How can we believe that God so

helpless that he has to endure such pain and suffering?

Some Muslims invoke the name ot Ali -it and Hussein (

in times of distress. They forget that both Ali and his son

were human beings who lived as mortals and died as martyrs.

Had they been divine, they would easily have been able to save

and defend themselves from their attackers.
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Chapter 15

MAN AND GOD ARE ONE?

The concept of Wahdatul Wujud ("Unity of Being") has been a

major factor in the spread of Shirk among the Hindus and the

dervishes. The theory supposes that everything on earth is part of

God, and that God and His creation are inseparable. The believer,

the atheist and the hypocrite, the just and the evil, the camel and

the pig, all are one. In form they may look different, but in reality

they are all the same.

This concept was introduced into the Muslim world by the Sufi

scholar Ibn Al Arabi. In one of his couplets he says: "Dog and

pig are nothing but our gods. And whatever is worshipped in the

chapel is our god." This is a false and ignorant concept, and

contradicts all the teachings of Islam. For example, the Qur' an

says that Allah is Alone and Unique, but this theory claims that

Allah and His creation are all equal. The Qur'an says that Allah

has no parents or children, but the theory claims that all parents

and children are Allah. The Qur'an stresses that Prophet

Muhammad (fi— , «-> * ^-^) was the Allah's Messenger and the

ideal example for all of mankind. The concept of Wahdatul

Wujud does away with the need for following his example as it

claims that ordinary people are just as divine and important as

the Prophets. It is thus a nihilistic theory which opposes the very

foundations of Islam.
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Chapter 16

WHY DOESN'T ALLAH STOP SHIRK?

Some people complain that Allah should put a stop to the

numerous practices of Shirk if He dislikes them so much.

[UA:
f
u;Vi] «Q£

"Those who commit Shirk say: If Allah had wished, neither

we nor our fathers would have committed Shirk. And
neither would we have pronounced things to be Haraam
that He has not ordered." (Al-An'am: 148)

To answer this complaint, we must understand the nature of our

lives. The Qur'an tells us very clearly that our lives are a trial to

test our faith. Allah tests us with wealth, honour and happiness,

and with poverty, bondage and disgrace. The person who is

successful in these trials is the one who is grateful in times of

happiness, and patient in times of difficulty.

"As for man, when his Lord tries him, giving him honour

and gifts, then he says, 'My Lord has honoured me." And
when He tries him, restricting his subsistence for him, then

he says, 'My Lord has humiliated me!" (AI-Fajr: 15,16)

The trial is not a short one but begins at birth and ends only at

death. For this reason, we are not necessarily punished or

rewarded immediately for our acts. The criminal is not struck

down as soon as he kills. The pious and patient worshipper is not

immediately rewarded with gold from the sky. And although
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Allah deals justly with the believers and the non-believers,

complete divine justice will be awarded on the Day of Judgment.

That is when mankind will experience the joy of the gardens of

Paradise or the horror of Hell. Practices like those of Shirk

illustrate the great difference between practices that Allah likes

and those He allows. Allah does not like Shirk, but He allows it

to continue in order to test the faith of His subjects. The

successful believer is the one who refuses to take the easy path

that Shirk offers, and instead follows the long and difficult path

of Tawheed.

It is worth remembering that wealth and fame in this world are

not necessarily a sign of Allah's pleasure, and neither is poverty

necessarily a sign of His anger. They are both times of trial in

which Allah tests our gratitude and patience.

"There are among people those who worship Allah on the

verge: if good befalls them, they are content with it. And if

a trial comes to them, they turn on their faces. They lose

both this world and the Hereafter: that is loss for all to

see." (Al-Hajj: 11)

"And fight them until oppression is no more."

The blind imitation of custom and tradition has made society

blind to injustice and deaf to the screams of the oppressed. Few

have dared to oppose the enduring strength of custom. It is thus

the duty of the fearless and the just to cleanse the world from

injustice and cruelty.

Despite their valour and courage, the Hindu rajahs were unable

to rid their country of the dreadful custom of Sati, in which a
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nusband. It was only the rule of Islam that officially banned such

a horrific custom for centuries, even using force when necessary.

The early Egyptians believed that when the Nile god was angry,

he dried the River Nile and brought drought to the country. The
god could only be appeased by the sacrifice of a young and

beautiful girl, and so every year the Egyptians held a macabre

ceremony in which a young girl was thrown into the river to

drown. The people would stand on the river bank to watch the

chosen victim struggling desperately against the waves. When
Amr bin Aas Ai conquered Egypt during the reign of the

great Muslim Caliph, Umar bin Khattab he used the

might of the Muslim armies to permanently stop this horrific

celebration which had been called 'The Wedding of the Nile."

History shows that all societies have thus practised tyranny and

cruelty, whether in the name of progress or in the name of

religion. It is the task of the Muslims to obliterate all unjust and

oppressive practices and to establish the faith of Allah on earth.
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